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Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Finance Division, Ministry of Finance

Skills for Industry Competitiveness and Innovation Program (SICIP)
Probashi Kallyan Bhaban (15th Floor)
71-72 Eskaton Garden, Ramna, Dhaka-1000
www.sicip.gov.bd

Request for Expression of Interest (REOI) for
Bangladesh Industry Research Development
& Innovation (BIRDI) Grants

No. FD/SICIP/BIRDI/149/2024/1676 Date: 24.05.2026

The Finance Division, Ministry of Finance, Government of Bangladesh is implementing the Skills for

Industry Competitivencss and Innovation Program (SICIP) with financial assistance from the Asian

Development Bank (ADB). The program aims (o develop a skilled worklorce through advanced technical

and competency-based training across the country. SICIP secks to establish a robust quality assurance

mechanism, enabling clective collaboration between training institutions and industrics to foster human

resource develapment in priority industry seclors.

Under output-2 of Scheme | (Advanced Technical Skills, Managerial Capability and R&D-Driven

Innovation Capacity Developmenl for Priority and Emerging Industrics) of SICIP Bangladesh Industry

Research Development & Innovation (BIRDI) Grants has been introduced to support industry-oriented

research, development and innovation.

The BIRDI Grants arce designed (o :

e Promole applied. industry-driven R&D for innovalive solutions 1o creale value added products,
improved industrial processes und environmentally [riendly technologics.

e Establish industry and academia partnerships for collaborative innovation and advanced skill
development.

e Fucilitate technology transfer and inclusion of global best practices in industrial production.

e Supporl to enhance industry capacity for innovation to increase productivity and global market
compelitivencss.

¢ Increasc participation of industrics in RDI activitics and o accclerate inicgration of green technology
and climate resilient practices for sustainable development.

Eligibility Criteria: Applicants must fall under onc or more ol the following categorics:

e Anacademic entily or training institutions based in Bangladesh.

e A student team within any academic entity bascd in Bangladesh and comprchensively supervised by an
academic laculty.
An industry entity based in Bangladesh,

e An individual endorsed by industry and preferably by a registered educational/rescarch/training
institutions based within Bangladesh.

Applicants fall under any of the following catcgory shall not be cligible to apply:

e Unregistered business entity or academic institution.

o A defense related or aligned institution or industry (including supplies).

e Not compliant with laws of Bangladesh, including required licenses, permits.

SICIP now invites eligible applicants to submit their Expression of Interest (EOI) using the standard EOI
template available on the official BIRDI website: ips://birdi.sicip.gov.bd. Only online submissions
via the BIRDI website will be considered for evaluation. (Detailed BIRDI Guidelines may be viewed
from hittps://sicip.gov.bd/resources/birdi/).

EOIs will be shortlisted based on the [ollowing key lactors:

Clear definition of (he industry problem and the proposed R& D-based solution (visual aids optional).
Description of academic and industry partners, including background and history of collaboration.
Demonstrated value to industry in terms of efficiency, competitivencss and economic impacl.
Commitment to cthical practices and sustainable development principles.

Concrele plans to generate higher-skilled cmployment within the target scclor.

Anticipated long-term impact on research. academic curricula and academia-industry collaboration.

The deadline for submission of EOIs is 11:59 PM (Bangladesh time), 30 June 2026. 1t is important (o
note that there will be a workshop on EOI submission. The details of the workshop will be available upon
registering in the BIRDI portal. EOI submission will be activated afier the workshop. SICIP will not be
responsible for any costs associaled with the workshop participation, preparation or submission of EOls.
SICIP reserves the right to accept or reject any or all EQls without assigning any rcason.

For further information, please contact:

Mohammed Walid Hossain

Iixecutive Program Director

Skills for Industry Competitiveness and Innovalion Program (SICIP)

Probashi Kallyan Bhaban (15th Floor)

71-72 Old Elephant Road, Eskaton Garden, Dhaka-1000

Phone: +880-2-551387353-5 (PABX)

Fax: +880-2-55138752. PT-255-505:26 (107 %4)
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Request for Expression of Interest (REOI) for Bangladesh Industry Research
Development & Innovation (BIRDI) Grants

No. FO/SICIP/BIRDI/149/2024/1676 Dale: 24.05.2026

1. The Finance Division, Ministry of Finance, Government of Bangladesh, is implementing the
Skills  for  Industry  Competitiveness and Innovation Program (SICIP) with financial
assistance from the Asian Development Bank (ADB). The program aims to develop a skilled
workforce through advanced technical and cnmpetency-'based training across the country.
SICIP seeks to establish a robust quality assurance mechanism, enabling effective
collaboration between training institutions - and industries to foster human resource
developmient in priority industry sectars.

2. Under output-2 of Scheme 1 (Advanced Technical Skills, Managerial Capability, 2and R&D-
‘Driven Innovation Capacity Development for Priority and Emerging Industries) of SICIP
Bangladesh Industry Research Development & Innovation (BIRDI) Grants has been
introeduced to support industry-oriented research, development, and innovation.

3. The BIRDI Grants are designed to: ;
. Promote applied, industry-driven R&D for innovative solutions to create value added

i products, improved industrial processes and environmentally friendly technologies.

. Establish industry and academia  parinerships for . collaborative innovation and
advanced skill development. i [ :

. Facililate technology transfer and inclusion of global best practices in industrial i
production :

. Support to enhance industry capacity for innovation to increase productivity and global

- market competitiveness. : o

H i . Increase participation of industries in RDI activities and to accelerate integration of #

i green technology and climate resiliznt practices for sustainable development.

4. Eligibility Criteria: Applicants must fall under one or more of the following categories:
.. An academic entity or training institutions based in Bangladesh.
- A student team within any academic entity based in Banglédesh.and :
comprehensively suparvised by an academic faculty. : \ ' !
. An industry entity based in Bangladesh. ; :
«  An individual endorsed by industry and preferably by a registered educational/
research/ training institutions based within Bangladesh.

8 Applicants fall under any of the following category shall not be eligible to apply:

» Unregistered business entity or academic institution
. A defense related or aligned institution or industry (including supplies)
“a'  Not compliant with laws of Bangladesh, including required licenses, permits

5. SICIP now invites eligible applicants to submit their Expression of Interest (EOI) using the

standard EO!I template available on the official BIRDI website:
hitps:#/birdi.sicip.gov.bd. - Qnly  online submissions via the BIRD!I website will be '

_considered for evaluation. (Detailed . BIRDI Guidelines may be viewed from
hups:f!sicip'.gov.bdfresourcesfbirdii) ;

6. EOls will be shortlisted basad on the following key factors:

. Clear definition of the industry problem and the proposed R&D-based solution (visual
aids optional). ; :

‘- Description of academic and industry partners, including background and history of
collaboration.

.  Demonstrated value to industry in terms of efficiency, competitiveness, and economic
impact. - v

- Commitment to ethical practices and sustainable development principles.

= Concrete plans to generaie higher-skilled employment within the target sector.

- Anticipated long-term impact on research, academic curricula, and academia-industry
collaboration.

7. The deadline for submission of EOIs is 11:59 PM (Bangladesh time), 30 June
2026. It is important 1o note that there will be a workshop on EOI submission. The details
of the workshop will be available upon registering in the BIRDI portal. EOI submission will
be activated after the workshop. SICIP will not be responsible for any costs associated
with ‘the workshop participation, preparation or submission of EOls. SICIP reserves the
right to accept or reject any or all EOIls without assigning any reason.

For further information, please contact:

Mohammed Walid Hossain

Executive Program Director

Skills for Industry Competitiveness and Innovation Program (SICIP)

Probashi Kallyan Bhaban (15th Floor),

71—72 Old Elephant Road, Eskaton Garden, Dhaka-1000

Phone: +880-2-55138753-5 (PAEX)

Fax: +880-2-55133752 GD-124%




